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Mx. BOSWELL, for reaſons beſt known to 
himſelf (but which are gueſſed at by others), refuſed 
to admit into his book, Mrs. KnowLEes's account 
of her Theological Dialogue with Dr. Jounsox, al- 
though he had previouſly applied to her for it, and 


had frankly acknowledged to the truth of the particu- 


lars therein, which he afterwards thought proper to 
ſuppreſs. She therefore permitted her own account 
to be publiſhed in the Gentleman's Magazine for 


June 1791, p. 300. 

Mr. Bos wEIL L. then in his ſecond edition, by a 
marginal note, and ſurely by no means in a liberal 
ſtyle, diſavows any recollection of matter different 


from his own ſtatement. In the third edition his 


note is continued, which it is hoped will be deemed 
a ſufficient inducement and apology for offering now 
to the public the above-mentioned Dialogue, as a 
Supplement to the new edition of Mr. BoswELIL's 
book. | | | 


Mrs. Pr0zz1 and Sir Joun Hawkins may per- 
| haps be ſometimes charged with inaccuracy ; but 
there are ſeveral perſons who figure in Mr. BoswRLL's 
book, who are much diſſatisfied with his repreſenta- 
tions and colloquial arrangements. 


« Mr, 
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« Mr. URBAN, June 22, 1791. 


HAVE been favoured, by Mrs. Knowles, 
with the peruſal of the following Dialogue, or 
Converſation. Very ſtriking i is the mild fortitude of 
modeſt Truth; and it is finely contraſted with the 
boiſterous violence of bigoted Sophiſtry, ſo long 
accuſtomed to victory over feigned or ſlight reſiſt- 
ance, and, in a certain cirele, to timid and implicit 
ſubmiſſion. I have obtained permiſſion to publiſh 
the Dialogue; and I wiſh it to appear in your ex- 
cellent Magazine, 


A Cnit.D oF „ 


8 

| 
| | An intereſting DIALOGUE between the late 
p.. SAMUEL JOHNSON and Mrs. KNOWLES. 


Mrs. K. Thy friend Jenny H—— defires her 

iind reſpects to Fan Doctor. 

3 Dr. J. Io mel tell me not of her! I hate the 

po dious wench for her apoſtacy: and it is vou, Ma- 

"| dam, who have ſeduced her from the Chriſtian Re- 

18 ion. 

5 8 2 X. This is a heavy charge, indeed. I muſt 

| | beg leave to be heard in my own defence: and I en- 

_ the attention of the preſent learned and candid 
company, deſiring they will judge how far IJ am able 

2 to clear myſelf of ſo cruel an accuſation. _ 1 

| Dr. F- {much diſturbed at this unexpedted challenge) 4 

ſaid, You are a woman, and I give you quarter. F 

= Mrs. R. I will not take quarter. There is no ſex 

in ſouls; and in the preſent cauſe I fear not even Dr. 

t Johnſon himſelf. 

| e. Bravo !” was repeated by the * and 3 
lence en _ 0 = ' 

: 5 4 


1 
Dr. 7. Well then, Madam, I perſiſt in my 


from 


. that you have ſeduced Mifs II 
the Chriſtian Religion. | 

Mrs. K. If thou really kneweft what were the 
principles of the Friends, thou would'ſt not ſay the 
had departed from Chriſtianity. But, waving that 
diſcuſſion for the preſent, I will take the liberty to 
obſerve, that ſhe had undoubted right to examine 
and to change her educational tenets whenever ſhe 
ſuppoſed ſhe had found them erroneous : as an ac- 
countable creature, it was her duty fo to do. 

Dr. J. Pſhaw! pſhaw lan accountable crea- 
ture !—gifs accountable creatures !—lt was her duty 
to remain with the Church wherein the was educa- 


ted; ſhe had no buſineſs to leave it. 


Ars. R. What! not for that which ſhe appre- 
hended to be better ? According to this rule, Doc- 
tor, hadſt thou been born in Turkey, it had been 
thy duty to have remained a Mahometan, notwitli- 
ſtanding Chriſtian evidence might have wrought in 
thy mind the cleareſt conviction ! and, it ſo, then 
let me aſk, how would thy conference have anſwered 
for ſuch obſtinacy at the great and laſt tribunal ? 

Dr. 7. My conſcience would not have been an- 
ſwerable. 

Mrs. R. Whoſe then would? 

Dr. F. Why the Szaze, to be ſure. In adhering 
to the Religion of the State as by law eftabliſhed, 
our implicit obedience therein becomes our duty, 

Mrs. K. A Nation, or State, having a con- 
ſcience, is a doctrine entirely new to me, and, in- 
deed, a very curious piece of intelligence ; for 1 


have always underſtood that a Government, or 


State, is a creature of time only; beyond which i it 
ditiolves, and becomes a non- entity. Now, Gen- 
tlemen, can your imagination body forth this mon- 
ſtrous individual, or being, called a State, compo- 


fed of millions of people? Can you behold it ſtalk- 
ing 


(61 
ing forth into the next world, loaded with its mighty 
conſcience, there to be rewarded, or puniſhed, for 
the faith, opinions, and conduct, of its conſtituent 
machines called men? Surely the teeming brain of 
Poetry never held up to the fancy ſo wondrous a 
perſonage ! 

(When the laugh occaſioned by the perſonification 
was ſubſided, the Doctor very angrily re- 
plied, ) 

I regard not what you ſay as to that matter. I 
hate the arrogance of the wench, in ſuppoſing her- 
ſelf a more competent judge of Religion than thoſe 
who educated her. She imitated you, no doubt; 
but ſhe ought not to have preſumed to determine for 
herſelf in ſo important an affair. 

Ars. K. True, Doctor, I grant it, if, as thou 
ſeemeſt to imply, a Nench of twenty years be not a 
moral agent. 

Dr. 7. I doubt it would be difficult to prove 
thoſe deſerve that character who turn Quakers. 

Mrs. K. This ſevere retort, Doctor, induces me 
charitably to hope thou muſt be totally unacquainted 
with the principles of the people againft whom thou 
art ſo exceedingly prejudiced, and that thou ſup- 
poſeſt us a ſett of Infidels or Deiſts. 

Dr. F. CGerainly, J do think you little better 
than Deiſts. 

Mrs. K. This is indeed ſtrange; tis paſſing 
ſtrange, that a man of ſuch univerſal reading and re- 
ſearch has not thought it at leaſt erſedient to look in- 
to the cauſe of diſſent of a ſocicty fo long eſtabliſh- 
ed, and ſo conſpicuouſly ſingular ! 
7 Dr. J. Not I, indecd ! I have not read your 
Barclays Apology; and for this plain reaſon—T ne- 
ver thought it worth my while. You are upſtart 
Sectaries, r the beſt ſubdued by a ſilent con- 


| tempt. 
> 0 | . " Ie. 
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Mr. K. This reminds me of the language of the 
Rabbies of old, when their Hierarchy was alarmed 
by the increaſing influence, force, and ſimplicity, 


of dawning Truth, in their high day of worldly do- 


minion. We meekly truſt, our principles ſtand on 
5 the ſame ſolid foundation of ſimple truth; and we 
> invite the acuteſt inveſtigation. The reaſon thou 
giveſt for not having read Barclay's Apology is ſureiy 
© a very improper one for a man whom the world looks 
up to as a Moral Philoſopher of the firſt rank; a 
Teacher, from whom they think they have a right to 
expect much information. To this expecting, en- 
quiring world, how can Dr. Johnſon acquit himſelf 
for remaining unacquainted with a book tranſlated 


been admitted into the libraries of almoſt every 
Court and Univerſity in Chriſtendom ! b 
(Here the Doctor grezw very angry, fiill more jo at 
the ſpace of time the Gentlemen allowed his an- 
tagoniſt wherein to make her defence, and his 
impatiencèe excited Mr. Bosw ELL himſelf, in a 
whiſper, to ſay, I never ſaw this mighty 
Lion ſo chafed before!“ 8 
The Doctor again repeated, that he did not think 
the Quakers deſerved the name of Chriſtians. 
Mrs. K. Give me leave then to endeavour to con- 
vince thee of thy error, which I will do by making 


fion of our faith. Creeds, or. confeflions of faith, 
are admitted by all to be the ſtandard whereby we 
Judge of every denomination of profeſſors. 


Doctor grumbled out his aſſent.) 
Mrs. K. Well then, I take upon me to declare, 
that the people called Quakers do verily believe in 
the Holy Scriptures, and rejoice with the moſt full 


; and reverential acceptance of the divine hiſtory of 
facts, as recorded in the New Teſtament. That we, 
conſequently, 


into five or ſix different languages, and which has 


before thee, and this reſpectable company, a confef- 


o this, every one preſent agreed ; and even the 
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conſequently, fully believe thoſe hiſtorical articles 
ſummed up in what is called The Apoſtle's Creed, 


with theſe two exceptions only, to wit, our Saviour's 
deſcent into Hell, and the reſurrection of the body. 
Theſe myſteries we humbly leave juſt as they ſtand 
in the holy text, there being, from that ground, no 


authority for ſuch aſſertion as is drawn up in the 


Creed. And now, Doctor, canſt thou ftill deny to 


us the honourable title of Chriſhans ? 


Dr. J. Well =I muſt own I did not at all ſup- 
poſe you had fo much to ſay for yourſelves. How- 
ever, I cannot forgive that little flut, for preſuming 


ta take upon herſelf as ſhe has done. 
Mrs. R. I hope, Doctor, thou wilt not remain 


unforgiving 3 and that you will renew your friend- 


ſhip, and joyfully meet at laſt in thoſe bright regions 


Where Pride and Prejudice can never enter 


Dr. J. Meet her I never deſire to meet fools 


any where. 
hen bis ſarcaſtic turn of wit was ſo pleaſantly re- 


ceived, that the Doctor joined in the laugb; 


his ſpleen was diſſtpated; he took bis coffee, and 
became, for the remainder of he evening, very 
chearful and enterianming.)” 
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